Venous haemodynamics: what we know and don't know.
The presence of haemodynamic abnormalities in chronic venous disease (CVD) has been well established. The relationships between these abnormalities and clinical manifestations, or natural history of CVD, are complex and remain to be investigated. Flow-mediated processes and mechanisms unrelated to blood flow may play an important role in the pathophysiology of CVD. Current state of knowledge makes questionable a possibility of building treatment strategies based on a single simplified model of the disease. As an example of such simplified approach, CHIVA introduces an opportunity to critically assess the gaps in knowledge in venous pathophysiology.